A clinical evaluation of various tumor markers for the diagnosis of pancreatic cancer.
Many substances that are widely used as tumor markers for detecting pancreatic cancer are discussed. Some are good indicators, but some are not. Among them, CA 19-9 and SPan-1 have higher sensitivity and specificity for diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. However, these markers are neither tumor-specific nor pancreatic-cancer-specific. Accurate understanding of the measurement of serum tumor markers makes it possible for them to be useful adjunctive tools for detecting pancreatic cancer, even in small cancers, and for monitoring patients after treatment.